MOSLEM SCHISMS AND .SECTS

armies met at al-Mada'in, and the followers of al-Mukhtar
were put to flight, and their emir, ibn-Shumait, was killed,
together with most of al-Mukhtar's leaders. And the rem-
nant returned to al-Mukhtar and said to him: " Why didst
tliou promise us victory over our enemies?" And he said:
" Indeed, Allah has promised this to me, but he suddenly
changed his mind." He went on to prove this regarding
Allah with the words of the Koran: " What he pleaseth
will God abrogate or confirm." x And this is how the
Kaisaniyah came to believe that Allah may have had a be-
ginning.

Al-Mukhtar then took upon himself the killing of Mus'ab
ibn al-Zubair in al-Madhar2 in the region of al-Kuf ah. And
in this engagement Muhammad ibn-al-Ash/ath al-Kindi was
killed. Al-Mukhtar said: " His death pleases me because
he is the only one remaining of those who killed al-Husain,
and now I am not afraid of death." After this al-Mukhtar
and his allies were put to flight, and they fled to the resi-
dence of the Imam in al-Kuf ah, and fortified themselves in
it with four hundred followers. And Mus'ab besieged them
three days until their food gave out, and on the fourth day
they made a sally, seeking death, and were slaughtered, and
al-Mukhtar was killed with them. Two< brothers called
Tarif and Tarif killed him; they were the sons of 'Abdallah
ibn-Dajajah of the Banu Hamfah. A'sha Hamdan8 says
about them:

" I have prophesied, and the prophets have gained renown,
Through the evil things that happened in al-Madhar,
And I am naturally not pleased with the destruction of my people
Even if it happened, for they were in an evil strait.
But I rejoice over that which abu-Ishak suffers, through mortification
and shame."

1 Surah, 13, v. 39.

2  Yakut, vol. iv, p. 468.

*Kitab al-Aghani, vol. v, pp. 146-161.
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